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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is : 

1 . \ A method of selecting a transmissioasystem from a plurality of transmission systems 
for input signalk captured at a remote location, comprising the steps of: 

a. providing access to multiple transmission systems in a prioritized hierarchy; 

b. detecting the presence of the highest priority transmission.syslem; 
5 c. selectog the highest priority transmissi^^ 

d. selecting the next highest priority transmission sys tem if the highest priority 
transmission system is nbt available. 

2. A method a^eSrSanc^^ith claim 1, wherein the detecting step includes the steps 

of 

a. verifying theAWesence of tbh highest priority transmission system; 

b. confuming t rp^perabtHty of the highest priority transmission system. 

3. A method inVtcitordJt^e with claim 1, wherein the input signal is a data signal. 

4. A method in a)icoVdance\vith claim 1, wherein the input signal is an audio signal. 

5. A methodin^^cfe^fii^^cewith claim 1, including a plurality of input signal formats 
comprising a data signal and in audio signal, the method further including the steps of: 

a. determinin^^vhether the signal is of one class or another class signal; 

b. selecting^ first transmission system as the highest priority transmission system if the 
signal is aof said onexlass; 

c. se^cting a second transmission system as the highest priority transmission system 
if the signal i^/of said other class. 

6. A method in accordance witl\ claim 2, wherein one of said transmission systems is 

wired. 

7. A method in accordance with cl^im 6, wherein said wired tremsmission system is a 
land line POTS telephone. 

8 . A method in accordance with clain\6, wherein said wired transmission is an Internet 



connection. 

9. 

wireless. 

10. 



A method in accordance with claim Gl wherein one of said transmission systems is 
A method in accordance with claim 9, A^erein said wireless transmission system is 
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a cellular telephone system. 

\1 . A method in accordance with claim 9, wherein said wireless transmission system is 
a PCS (Pei^onal Communication Services) radio system. 

12. \ A method in accordance with claim 2, wherein each of said transmission systems is 
wireless. 

13. A\method in accordance with claim 2, wherein at least one of said wireless 
transmission systems is a cellular telephone system and at least one other of said wireless 
transmission systems\is a PCS (Personal Communication Services) radio system. 

14. A meth6id in accordance with claim 2, wherein all of said transmission systems are 
PCS (Personal Communication Services) radio systems. 

J^^^ An apparatiig^^fiSrsfel^cting one of a plurality of transmission systems for transmitting 
an input signal captured \ remoteMevice, comprising: 

a. a connectdrlfok ce^ecting the device to a first transmission system interface; 

b. a second, \afefault transmission system provided as an integral component of the 

device; 

c. a detector~^5rtljetec\ing the presence of a first transmission system; 

d. a control system for sWecting the first transmission system whenever it is present and 
for selecting the default transmission Vystem whenever the first transmission system is not present. 

1 6. An apparatus in accordaiace with claim 1 5, further comprising a verification device 
for confirming the operability of the firsMransmission system, once detected, wherein said control 
system is operable to select the default transmission system whenever the first transmission system 
is inoperable. \ 

17. An apparatus in accordance with claim 15, wherein said detector is adapted for 
detecting the physical presence of the first tranismission system interface. 

18. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1 5, wherein said detector is a switch having 
an activated position and a deactivated position, and wherein the presence of a first transmission 
interface engages the switch and moves it from the\deactivated position to the activated position. 

19. An apparatus in accordance with claim 1 8, wherein said detector is a signal detector 
operable to initiate transmission in the presence of a predetermined signal. 

20. An apparatus in accordance with claim \ 9, wherein said signal is a voltage level. 

21. An apparatus in accordance with claim 19, wherein said signal is an audio signal. 
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22. \ An apparatus in accordance with claim 15, wherein the input signal is a data signal. 

23 . )^ apparatus in accordance with claim 1 5, wherein the input signal is an audio signal. 

24. Ah applaratus in accordance with claim 23, including a plurality of input signal 
formats comprising^ data signal and an audio signal, the apparatus further comprising a signal 
detector for determining whether the signal is a data signal or an audio signal, wherein the control 
system is adaptfed for selecting the first transmission system if the signal is a data signal and 
selecting the ^cond tran^ission system if the signal is an audio signal. 

An apparatus in accordance with claim 1 5, wherein one of said transmission systems 



if 



25. 
is wired. 

26. 
wireless. 

1^ jr^/ 



An apparatus imaccordance with claim 1 5, wherein one of said transmission systems 



10 



A method of gelecting )a transmission system from a plurality of systems by 
establishing prioritizing crite/a t)jaaLe4;^n input signals, operating conditions, wherein one of the 
operating conditions is the determmMion (rf whether the transmission is ocurring d uring p^eakorofiE- 
"pe^^^riods, and functionality ofrheXselected transmission system, comprising the steps of: 

a. establishing a priorityJil^M^chy based on three sets of criteria comprising: class of 
input signal, operating^conditions and functional characteristics of the transmission systems; 

a. provimng a first priority transmission system; 

b. providing at least a second priority transmission system; 

c. selecting the fu-st priority transmission system over the second priority transmission 
system for transmitting the input signal captared at the remote location; 

d. / defaulting to the second priorit^transmission system in the event that the first priority 
transmission system is not available, 

2^ An apparatus for selecting one of a^lurality of transmission systems for transmitting 
an input signal captured by a remote device, comprising: 

a. a portable handset transceiver; 

b. a connector for connecting the hand^t to a first transmission system interface; 
b. a second, default transmission system provided as an integral component of the 



device: 



c. a detector for detecting the presence of a first transmission system; 

d. a control system for selecting the first transmission system whenever it is present and 
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for selecting the default transmission system whenever the first transmission system is not present. 

An apparatus as called for in claim 28, wherein said handset is a wireless transceiver 
and wherehj said connector is an RJ-1 1 jack for connecting the handset to a wire line telephone 
system. 

30. \n apparatus as called for in claim 28, wherein said handset is a wireless transceiver 
and wherein saidVonnector is capable of supporting an Internet, Ethernet or LAN connection. 

3 1 . An apparatus as called for in claim 3 0, wherein said connector is a modular eight-pin 

jack. 

32. An apparatus as called for in claim 30, wherein said connector is an RJ-45 jack. 
^ J^3rr A processor baserd apparatus for selecting a transmission system from a plurality of 

systems by establishing priomtizing critera based on input signals, operating conditions and 



functionality of the selected^ 
a. means for ei 



smtssion system, compnsmg: 
ishing a priority hierarchy based on three sets of criteria comprising: 
class of input signal, oper^tidg conditions ajid functional characteristics of the transmission systems; 

b. means idx pre vidingk^fn^t priority transmission system; 

c. means/for proyiningyat lea^ a second priority transmission system; 

d. mea^s for seleo^ipg tof first priority transmission system over the second priority 
transmission systfem for transi&fttiQgfceija^Jut signal captured at the remote location; 

e. pieans for defaulting to the second priority transmission system in the event that the 
first priority t/ansmission system is not available. 

34. A processor based system al( called for in claim 33, wherein said priority criteria is 
pre-programmed. 

35. A processor based system as caljed for in claim 34, wherein said priority criteria is 
operator controlled. 

36. A processor based system as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
programmed to provide means for verifying the presence of a transmission circuit, 

37. A processor based system as called form claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
programmed to provide means for determining switch Status. 

38. A processor based system as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
programmed to provide means for determining the preserrte of line voltage. 



16/17 



Asprocessor based system as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
to proSdde means for detecting the presence of an audio signal or tone. 

A processor based system as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
to provide amodeihsmterface. 

A processor la as ed system as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
to provide mykns^pr-digital/analog conversion. 

A processor bs^seovsvstem as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
to provide a CODEC/^onversion. 

A processor based system as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
to provide means for protbcol selection and implementation. 

A processor based system as called for in claim 34, wherein said processor is further 
to provide means for verifyingsthe data modes or classes. 



